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Volvo Bus Corporation

Press Information
Volvo Buses at UITP

- BRT can help solve city transport problems 

Volvo Buses is convinced that the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system is an inexpensive way of solving the transport problems in many cities around the world. Volvo Buses will be sharing its years of global BRT experience at this year’s UITP congress in Rome. 

BRT is the joint name for highly efficient, bus-based city transport systems. Separate bus lanes, effective ticketing, modern buses and bus stops for greater passenger capacity make BRT comparable with rail systems in terms of travel times, punctuality and passenger capacity. A modern bus with greater passenger capacity can replace more smaller, older buses, thereby reducing traffic congestion as well as emissions. 

The investment costs meanwhile are a mere 5-10 per cent compared to rail systems. A BRT system is also quicker to set-up, is cheaper to run and is more flexible in planning routes and coordinating with other feeder services.

Volvo Buses is now the world leader in terms of deliveries of buses to BRT systems. The company can provide everything from ordinary 12-meter buses, articulated buses and twin articulated buses up to 26,8 meters, which is the world’s longest bus. The latest order is for 1,667 buses for the Transantiago BRT system in Santiago, Chile. Volvo Buses won the contract to supply most of the buses ordered. The company has in the past received major orders for BRT systems from Curitiba and Sao Paolo in Brazil, Bogotá in Colombia plus Leon and Mexico City in Mexico.
“However,  BRT systems are not only a solution to transport problems in major cities like these,” says Peter Danielsson, Volvo Buses Environmental Officer. “The same basic principle can be used in Europe as well.”

He says that Volvo Buses delivered buses to a sort of BRT Light in Göteborg. The major UK bus operator First is building its FTR project on the same principles. Volvo Buses is supplying the chassis to their Streetcar.

Introducing a BRT system requires extensive planning. At UITP Volvo Buses will announce more about the company’s consultancy services for BRT and about the company’s systems for transport management and passenger information. 

The BRT system is a way of helping to improve the environmental impact in cities. But at the UITP Volvo Buses will demonstrate more solutions to environmental problems. The company will introduce its new 9-litre gas engine that will run on natural gas or biogas. Most gas engines on the market are constructed according to a lean burn concept. Volvo Buses’ new gas engine uses a different technology that provides a long list of important advantages.

It has more horsepower than its predecessor. It has more maximum torque and has a much broader range of revs than previously. Maintenance costs are lower thanks to longer service intervals. The new 9-litre gas engine already meets the new Euro 5 emission levels and is also capable of meeting the stricter legislation that will follow Euro 5.

Volvo Buses will also present more information about the benefits that customers will see from Volvo choosing SCR technology in order to meet the Euro 4 and Euro 5 emission levels.  
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For further information, please contact Per-Martin Johansson, press officer, +46 31 322 52 00.
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Caption:

Volvo Buses latest BRT order is 1 667 buses to Santiago in Chile. 1 157 of them is the articulated Volvo B9SLFA.
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